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Established 1996 
 

9 months – 4 year olds 
 

Open all year from 
7.30am-6pm 

Tel:  (0113) 2323363 
 

Wetherby Road 
Leeds LS8 2LE 

www.leedsmontessori.co.uk 
office@leedsmontessori.co.uk 

Please call to arrange  
an appointment. 

“Unlocking Every Child’s Potential” 
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About Us 

Established since 1996, Leeds Montessori aims to provide the best possi-

ble care and learning environment for children from 9 months to 4 years old. We are 

open all year around from 7.30am-6pm. 

Our focus is to support parents in this important period of development.  We provide 

a homely, happy, family-based environment for children to feel cared for whilst 

enjoying learning at their own pace. 

We have excellent teaching staff that support the children in developing in-

to confident, independent and happy learners.  A broad learning and develop-

ment programme integrates the Montessori approach alongside the standards set in 

the Early Years Foundation Stage. We have excellent facilities for children, with a 

variety of large rooms for them to access, and a great outdoor area.  Meals are 

healthy, balanced and celebrate the diversity of cultures we have in the nursery. We 

believe children can achieve significant development outcomes before going to 

school. We have been formally accredited by Montessori Centre International since 

June 2011, ensuring that the high Montessori standards are in place. 

It is a privilege to take care of your children, and we work hard to make sure 

we help unlock your child's potential. 

Teaching Staff 

We pride ourselves on having an outstanding, caring team of teachers. They are 
highly qualified and trained. We invest in the team to ensure we have the best 
teachers and low levels of turnover. We also exceed the required number of staff to 
ensure the children are well supported throughout the year. Key members of the 
senior team are below: 

Annette Smith 
Head of Nursery 

Charlene Fotheringham 
Deputy Manager 
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Learning & Development 

Our approach is to help every child develop into 
confident, independent learners. The right envi-
ronment and teachers are key to this.  
We work with the belief that period up to 4 years 
of age is a crucial development period and that 
children can build a solid foundation on which to 
base further learning at school. The approach is 
based on: 
- Focus on both child care and child develop-
ment 
- Children working at their own pace 
- Monitoring and evaluating learning and devel-
opment 
- Creating an environment of respect 
- A family-based setting, with children of different 
ages mixing together and learning from each 
other` 

The approach applies to children of all abili-
ties including those with additional learning 
needs, for whom we have specialist trained 
staff. 
 
Examples of Montessori in practice: 
*An 18 month old using clothes pegs; devel-
oping their fine motor skills  
*A 2 year old threading with beads; appreci-
ating colour and developing their pincer grip  
*A 2 ½ year old tracing over and saying the 
sound of sandpaper letters; stimulating sight, 
sound and touch to learn their sound and the 
shape they make 
*A 3 year old placing different shaped cylin-
ders in the right size hole; learning shape, 
size and volume 
*A 3 ½ year old identifying the correct num-
ber of counters associated with a number; 
understanding number as a quantity and a 
figure 
*A 4 year old reading simple phonic words 
*A 4 ½ year old serving their own portions of 
lunch to develop self-confidence 
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Outdoor 

Our large outdoor area is used for learning that we link to the in-
door area and is a great space for children to learn outdoors, have fun 
and do some exercise. We have simple and more challenging outdoor 
equipment and children sow and tend to seasonal plants in the raised 
beds. The area has a very natural feel, with grass, wooden play equip-
ment and a stream. In summer, the children have their afternoon tea 
outside! We also have many trips to Roundhay Park, including Forest 
School for the pre-schoolers. 

 

Healthy Eating 

The focus of the menu is around fresh, nutrition-
ally balanced, healthy homemade meals cooked 
on site. Our chef aims to prepare ‘restaurant 
quality food for children’.  
 
We cater for a wide variety of requirements in-
cluding allergies, religion, or lifestyle choices 
(e.g. halal, dairy-free, gluten-free) as much as is 
practical to do so. The menu rotates every sea-
son with many multicultural dishes, reflecting 
the diverse make up of the nursery. 
 
Children are encouraged to enjoy meal times as 
a social experience, and develop independence 
in eating well. Example meals may include: 
Herbed Flaked Salmon, New Potatoes and 
Spinach, Lentil Curry with Couscous and Naan 
bread, Chicken Casserole with Yorkshire Pud-
ding, Seasonal soups, with regular servings of 
vegetable crudités and fresh fruit. 
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Last OFSTED Report (February 2020) 

Summary of key findings for parents   
 
This provision is outstanding      
 

The management team is determined and passionate in its pursuit 
of the highest quality of care and education for children. They regularly 
and accurately review the quality of the nursery provision. Highly fo-
cused supervision and professional development plans for staff result 
in extremely effective teaching and learning.    
 

Children's needs are met exceptionally well. Exemplary partnerships 
between the nursery, parents and other professionals support a highly 
accomplished shared approach towards children's learning and devel-
opment. This helps to ensure the best possible outcomes for all chil-
dren.    
 

Staff have the highest expectations of all children. They precisely 
tailor learning experiences to meet children's individual needs. Chil-
dren rapidly gain new skills and make exceptional progress in their 
learning and development.    
 

Children behave impeccably. They are exceedingly polite and under-
stand the behaviour expected of them. Staff are excellent role models 
who value each child as the unique individual that they are.    
 

Staff provide a wealth of outdoor learning experiences. Children are 
highly motivated and challenge their physical abilities in the inspiring 
outdoor area. In addition, children delight in exploring the nearby forest 
area and share their interesting discoveries with staff.    
 

Staff are extremely sensitive to children. Key persons are exceed-
ingly skilful and nurture children's secure attachments to them. Babies 
and young children quickly settle in the nursery and develop very high 
levels of emotional well-being and confidence. This provides them with 
an excellent foundation for their future learning.    
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True Partnership with Parents 

Working closely with parents is an important part of 
our ethos at Leeds Montessori School. 
On a daily basis; we give clear feedback on 
how your child has been that day and you can 
tell us anything important from home. 
On a periodic basis; together, we discuss 
how your child is progressing in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, and discuss observations at 
home. 
Specific parent briefings; on topics such as 
more detail on Montessori and how it works.  
Park Walks and Summer Sports Day; these 
events to help bring parents together as a commu-
nity. 
Parent feedback; on what we do well, and what 
we need to improve in the nursery. We have a par-
ents forum to help with this as well. 
 

Sports Day 

"Leeds Montessori School is an excellent beginning for a child's educational 
journey. It is a calm and happy environment, just the right size to retain a 
'family' atmosphere and yet help children to gain confidence within groups 
and build friendships with children of different ages. The children are en-
couraged to think for themselves, do things independently and make their 
own choices  and my son is thriving and excelling within such an environ-
ment. The Montessori teachers are excellent and ensure that every child re-
ceives some one-to-one attention each day, consequently they understand 
how my son is progressing emotionally and intellectually and are helping 
him to naturally reach his full potential. I wouldn't hesitate to recommend 
Leeds Montessori School."       Hannah Drewell 
 
In the short time Isa has been at Leeds Montessori, we have seen him blos-
som into a mature young boy. He has become very independent, creative 
and very sociable, really caring towards younger children. A truly wonderful 
place with wonderful staff.       Mohammed Younis 
 
“The calm, structured environment gave my son what he needed from his 
pre-school: great listening skills, respect for himself and others, and an en-
thusiasm for reading and learning”     Camilla Hawkes 

What Parents Say About Us 
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Excerpts from Last OFSTED Report 

“Inspirational teaching is the key 
strength of this setting” 
 
“Children exceed in all areas of their 
development from a very young age. 
They are empowered to become au-
tonomous in their learning” 

 
 
 
 
 

“Children absorb the richness of 
learning and deeply immerse 
themselves in play” 
 
 

“Children behave very well. They use impeccable manners and show 
high levels of respect towards others. Very young children show com-
passion and support for one another. Children develop superb social 
skills” 

All Inclusive Fees (May 2022 onwards) 

Full Day   (8am-6pm):      £81.00 
7.30am start (supplement):    £6.75 
 
Children must attend a minimum of two full days 
Fees are paid monthly in advance. FEEE  available for eligible 2/3/4 
year old children (extras paid separately). 
For the Over 3s, the fees include extras : Montessori, Consumables 

and Meals (£33.20 per full day) 

Fees are reviewed annually (usually in April) 
 

 

Other 

Policies and Montessori Accreditation Report are available on request. 
 
OFSTED Registration: EY481996 
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M eet the needs of each child 

Opportunities for all abilities and backgrounds 

Nurturing, caring, skilled and qualified staff 

Tasty, healthy, multicultural food 

Environment and teachers encourage and stimulate learning 

Safe and secure  

Sensitive to the pace of each child’s development 

Outstanding outdoor facilities  

Respectful, confident, independent learners 

Improve all the time 

“Unlocking Every Child’s Potential” 


